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2013 Sonoma Coast Chardonnay

For a few years now, I've been wondering whether the sixty gallon barrel, which is the almost universal vessel of choice for aging wine here in California, really is the best type of vessel for aging wine. In the old world, many different vessels are used, different ones in each region. Over the years, winemakers discovered that a certain type of cask or tank was the best choice for the wines from that particular region, and not surprisingly came up with many different answers. I think we generally assumed that what worked with our old world counterparts was also the answer here in California, but I've always questioned that. It was high time to start to experiment.

I'm certainly not the only one who's tried aging Chardonnay in hogsheads and concrete eggs, among other things. Having done so for a couple of years now, I can tell you that I wish I had started sooner. The freshness and directness (but not simplicity) that Chardonnay takes on when aged in larger vessels, and especially in concrete, is inspiring, and is precisely what I am looking for in my wines. I should point out that I am not talking stainless steel tanks or even stainless steel barrels. They have their place but they are a little too sterile. In 2013, I blended lots from "regular" sized barrels (mostly neutral), 300 liter barrels and a concrete "egg" to make the Sonoma Coast Chardonnay. Turns out that the combination of all three was better than any of the individual parts.

How does this manifest itself in the wine? There is less overt oak flavor, to be sure. The wine is fresher seeming, a bit lighter on its feet, so to speak. The flavors of the grape really shine too, which I like. It would be tempting to draw parallels with old world Chardonnay but that comparison doesn’t hold up--the wine is very "Californian" in the sense that the flavors are ripe and generous. You can tell it's a new world wine.  It is, however, a bit more restrained than most.  209 cases. 
